1865.] THE F^KST STAGE OF LABOUR. 25
To show that there is good reason for believing that another means?namely, separation of the membranes for some distance round the os?will promote dilatation much more efficiently than any hitherto proposed, is the object of this paper; and I believe that where attempts at direct dilatation have been successful, the success has been in great part owing to unintentional separation of the membranes.
In pursuance of my object, I shall call attention to the effect on the character of labour of such a separation, either as occurring spontaneously or effected artificially for its induction or facilitation.
In the first stage of labour coming on and proceeding without interference, there are two opposite conditions of the passages,? one in which there is a copious discharge of viscid mucus, and which is often called a "wet labour;" and another, in which there is hardly any, and labour is called "dry." At the full time, the first seems to occur normally in the cow, mare, bitch, etc., and, I am inclined to believe, is natural also in the human female. I consider the following as being the natural process in women :? The ovum having become ripe, the membranes separate from the cervical portion of the uterus, if not from the whole surface. They then by their On the 7th February, one of the New Town Dispensary pupils went to a patient in labour who was in the seventh month of pregnancy; and after she had been about fifty hours ill he sent for me.
The os was only about the size of a shilling; and as there was no chance of labour going back, and, moreover, the child seemed to be dead, I separated the membranes with the finger as far in as I could, with due regard to the position of the placenta, which was near the os, and had therefore to be avoided. After separation, the pains, though stronger, began to come on at longer intervals, and I believe would, in the absence of further interference, have died away; but, as I feared to risk longer delay, they were kept up by mechanical irritation of the uterus, and the child was extracted an hour and a half after my arrival. 
